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Welcome to the July newsletter, the final one for what has been a really busy and successful term 
across a variety of learning activities and experiences.  Thank you all for your support in making this 
term a great one for our students.  I want to acknowledge the hard work of our teaching team who 
have provided a real variety of opportunities for our students and the students have certainly made 
the most of their opportunities.     

Grandparents Day: We had our first ever grandparent’s day on Tuesday.  What an awesome turnout 
of grandparents! Our best estimate based on the number of cups of tea served was that there were 
around 250 grandparents at school.  The students loved the opportunity to share their school with 
their grandparents and I know from talking to the grandparents they thoroughly enjoyed the 
opportunity to spend some time at Eskdale School.  For some it was a return to their old primary 
school.  Grandparents play an integral part in our student’s lives and with the success of the day I am 
sure this may well become an annual event.  

Report Survey:  Thank you to everyone who took the time to complete the Report survey.  We look 
forward to using the results as a guide when we design our new reporting format.  

Edible Fashion Awards: The Edible Fashion Awards is a show 
that any one of any age can enter. Each year there is a different 
theme. This year it was peace, love and diversity. The designs had 
to somehow represent or fit in with the theme but also had to have 
something to do with food.  
 
A lady from edible fashion awards came and talked to us about the 
event and encouraged us to be creative with our entries in the 
competition. 
 
We had six weeks to organise and create our designs. We could be 
in a group of two or work by ourselves. Everyone had to overcome 
challenges and persevere along the way. Over 80 costumes were 
entered in the intermediate category and 57 of the designs were 
from Kuaka Class. 

  
We took a bus to the pre 
judging show. None of the 
costumes that were 
anything alike.  When it was 
our turn to be judged (Intermediated Section) we walked on 
the catwalk and the judges asked us questions about our 
design.  Then came the exciting bit. Finding out who the 
finalists were. 16 designs from the intermediate category were 
chosen and 4 of them where from Eskdale School.  
Our finalists were:  Tia Anderson with M&M madness, Lauren 
Harkness and Kelsie Taylor with Te kirikiri, Millie Nicholls and 
Frederieke Beekmans with half and half and myself with the 
fairy of harmony.  Tia was also a finalist in the Avante Garde 
section.  Her model was her sister Tegan. 
 

mailto:absence@eskdale.school.nz
mailto:admin@eskdale.schoolzone.net.nz
http://www.schoolground.co.nz/eskdale


We all went to the final judging event which was on the Saturday night.  It was very exciting and 
nerve racking.  I was lucky enough to be the winner for the intermediate category. 
 
We all really worked hard and enjoyed attending the events.  The year sevens are keen to enter in 
the Edible Arts competition again next year. 
By Maizi 
 

Kids Lit Quiz: The lit quiz is an 
international quiz about books, there are 
lots of heats in each country. There is 
then a national final and a world final. 
You can enter two teams from each 
school. We started training in term 1 for 
the Hawkes Bay heat. The way we 
trained was we got given questions and 
the first team to press the squeaky thing 
got to answer. We trained once a week 
for a while until we got to the Napier 
heats. There what happened was that 
you had a sheet of paper and the 
quizmaster asked questions. You wrote 

down what you thought the answer was. There was ten rounds of ten questions and you got to pick 
one round in which to get double points. Our team won the Hawkes Bay competition and the other 
team came 5th. That meant we got to go to the national finals. Our training went from one day a week 
to five mornings a week. We finally go to the National final in Wellington.  There instead of paper to 
write your answers you had to use buzzers.  The questions were read aloud and a team could buzz 
in at any time.  If you were right you would get the points and if you were wrong you would lose points 
and the chance to answer that question again. We came third equal and then took out 3rd place 
outright by winning the sudden death final question.  Our prize was $75 cash each. The winning team 
came from Auckland and they got to represent New Zealand at the world champs.  By Joe 
 
Debating Finals:   Our year 7 & 8 Students have been learning all about debating this term.  After all 
doing preliminary debates the two final debates were held on Monday night.  I was super impressed 
by the student’s public speaking ability, the links to research, and other evidence the students used to 
argue their points.  Their ability to use rebuttal was also very impressive.  The two moots for Monday 
night’s debates were “Money can buy you happiness” and “The internet does more harm than good”. 
The first debate was won by the affirmative team being Josiah, Leah and Fraser who beat the 
negative team being Emerson, Freddie, and Tess. The second debate was also won by the 
affirmative team being Sophie, Tiaki, and Nicole who beat Harris, Caspian, and Kahu. The overall 
winning team on the night based on points was Sophie, Tiaki and Nicole.  Also congratulations to 
Fraser and Harris who won the individual speaker of each debate with Harris taking out the speaker 
of the night.  Our students continue to blow me away by their skills and the way they shine at 
whatever they turn their hand to.  

 
 



Warriors League in Libraries Competition: On the June 21, two Warriors, one junior Warrior and 
one woman Warrior came to our school to announce the winner of the League in Libraries 
competition. The League in Libraries competition is a writing competition where you have to write a 
picture book that included the Warriors somewhere in it. All of Kuaka class entered this competition 
and with Tiaki winning last year, there were many people with high hopes. After our mihi whakatau 
[welcoming] for the Warriors and much suspense, the winner was announced, Caspian Buxton! As 
winner Caspian has won many things like his story getting made into a picture book, a trip to one of 
the Warriors games where he will run the ball onto the field and many other things. There was also 
several other Eskdale students who got a shout out from the Warriors because they loved their story 
and it was one of the finalists. Part of being the winner meant that the Warriors would go with your 
class to a library nearby and there the students would do some writing activities. So Kuaka class went 
to the Taradale library to do some fun word mashups and word finds with the Warriors. Soon the day 
was up and as we were leaving we got a free bag with some goodies. Everyone had lots of fun 
writing their stories and hanging out with the Warriors. With a few of our year sevens as finalists and 
many more good writers entering next year, we hopefully have a fair chance of winning again. 
By Nicole Bewick 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

  

 

 

Orienteering: On Sunday the 10 of June Mayah, 
Belle A and Tegan went to Craggy Range. We did 
the Hawkes Bay Orienteering Teams Relay 
competition with about twenty other girls teams. 
There were three students in each team.  Tegan 
went first then Belle and then finally Mayah. It was 
as muddy as a pig sty it was so steep, stinky and 
people were sweaty.  We kept sliding and slipping. 
We finished really muddy and we were the winners 
of the Primary School section.  At the end of the 
day our parents were proud of us and our effort but not pleased 
with our clothes. 

by Mayah Dooney  and Belle Anderson. 

Tia, Jac, and Maizi pictured to the right also achieved an awesome 
result finishing 3rd in the Intermediate section of the relay.  
 
 

 



Whakatauki:  This relates to our school value of Respect:  
Manaaki whenua, Manaaki tangata, Haere whakamua = 
Care for the land, care for the people, go forward. 
 
Kiwiha: Hangareka ana! = What a crack up. 
 
Movie Vouchers:  There will be a set of movie reward programme coupons at the end of this 
newsletter.  If you are visiting Reading Cinemas please take some along as this earns the School 
free movie tickets that we can use as prizes.   
 
I hope you have all enjoyed the term.  The students are ready for a little bit of time off.  I hope you 
enjoy the break and manage to spend some time with your family over the holidays.   
 
I look forward to seeing you all back at school on Monday 23 July.  
Tristan 
 

 

PRINCIPAL’S CERTIFICATES 
 

KOTARE 
 

Channing Melville Settling into school and giving everything a go with a can do attitude. Tino pai 
Channing! 

Roman Cook Working hard to learn his magenta and red words and is now onto yellow words. 
Ka pai Roman! 

Erin Bartleet Being a good role model and sharing her love of reading with others to support 
them with their learning. 

Emily Fisher Working hard to learn her Magenta words and having great number knowledge to 
20.  

Jackson Cook Trying hard to hear letter sounds when writing his stories.  

Charles Cox For zooming ahead and putting 110% into all he does! 

Charlotte Baty Being a respectful Kotare class member.  

Emily Fisher Working hard to learn the Pink and Red words already, wowza! 

 
TUI 

 

Yoshi Bowcock Taking us on a mystical, magic carpet ride.  Fantastic writing. 

Sylvie Turner Working hard to attain her reading goals. Clever pointing. 

Micah Longdon   For aspiring to complete his gymnastic routines at the gym festival 

Addison McDougal For working hard to complete your gymnastic routines 

Kaia Ranston Awesome  results from the gym festival, keep it up gymnast!!. 

Joel Tester Showing perseverance in his special art project, an intricate piece of stitching, well 
done 

Toby Ross Wonderful perseverance to get his sewing project finished and just so , ka pai 

Roman Borrie Always caring about others and giving his best!  Ka pai 

 
KEA 

 

Paige Taylor For being a helpful, thoughtful and caring member of our class.  

Jacs Booth Being a thoughtful leader and organising your reading group to present a play.  

Sadie Bond For being a positive and encouraging leader within our class for our Te Reo 
learning!  

Kalyn Ramsay Thinking carefully and skim reading to find information to support your thinking 
when reading. 

Farrah Melville Thinking carefully and skim reading to find information to support your thinking 
when reading. 

Brianna Grant Being a focussed mathematician who can solve big addition problems by counting 
on. 



Mia Kersley Lovely expressive reading when performing a play to the class. 

Aksel McArdle Persevering with weaving your Kiwi and achieving excellence! 

Mia Kersley Persevering with weaving your Kiwi and achieving excellence! 

 
RURU 

 

Sonny Hiko-Taunoa Working hard to write great stories! Ka mau te wehi! 

Eva Jenssen Settling into Ruru so well! It’s like you’ve always been here! 

Hamish Callander For settling in well and showing a positive attitude towards learning. 

Isabella Still Using fantastic detail in her science recount to help create a picture in the reader’s 
head! 

Poppy Shepherd Being a kind, caring and considerate member or Ruru. 

Oliver Newall Working conscientiously to produce a high quality piece of sewing. 

 
KOKAKO 

 

Georgia Still Showing a positive attitude towards our Matariki Celebrations! Tino Pai! 

Isaac Bennett Learning researching skills through Kiwi Kids News. Awesome work Isaac! 

Haig Toy Working hard towards his reading goals and facing new challenges with a positive 
attitude. Tino pai! 

Leith Hay Using a range of technology skills through his animal research project about huskies. 
Ka pai! 

Chamon Brown Making awesome choices in the classroom - keep working hard Chamon! Tino Pai! 

Makenzie Smith Using creativity and imagination in our Plastic Bottle Project - keep thinking outside the 
box Makenzie! 

Aaliyah Taewa For being a responsible member of Kokako class who is a fantastic role models for 
everyone around her. Tino pai! 

Aiden Wakeham For writing creative stories that hook the reader in. Keep it up Aiden! 

 
TOROA 

 

Jackson Hiko-Taunoa Being the best tidy-upper during our School Matariki Celebrations -Ke Te Pai!  

Lucia Welsby Being a focussed, respectful Toroaite.  
Ka mau te pai. 

Mahli Yardley Being an independent, focussed writer. 

Zara Hasselman Using great strategies and sharing her thinking at reading time. 

Jack Tester Using great strategies and sharing his thinking at reading time. 

Cayden Sumner Writing a descriptive 5 senses piece about going on his device  

Tristan Kyle For being such a CARE-ing member of Toroa class - you are a fantastic role model 
Tristan! 

Daniel Beamish-White For his improved focus and positive contribution to our class - Tino pai Daniel! 

 
HIHI 

 

Ryan Ells Working really hard to improve his writing skills. 

Eva Hrustinsky Demonstrating creativity on independent reading tasks. 

Izzy Kenah Making the most of her extra maths lessons. 

Katie O’Sullivan Working hard to add detail to her stories. 

Carter Appleton Staying focused and on task to achieve his goals. 

Ryan Ells Working really hard in his cart group to master new skills. 

Freyja Longdon Using great visual language in her writing. 

Holly Savage Showing leadership helping her writing group to achieve their goals. 

 
KERERU 

 

Aniah Bracken Fantastic Matariki work. Tino pai! 

Kobe Simmonds Great contributions to class discussions 

Felix Davis Clever problem solving in class 

Tegan Anderson Showing great originality and creativity 



James Allen Fantastic effort and improvement with his Basic Facts Ladder. 

Ashton Bell Fantastic effort and improvement with his Basic Facts Ladder. 

Charlie McDougal Being an enthusiastic reader and having great contributions during Literacy time. 

Aimee Spence Being an enthusiastic reader and having great contributions during Literacy time. 

 
KAREAREA 

 

Joel Buxton Showing an improvement when managing your time.  Keep it up! 

Reuben Jessep Showing maturity and resilience in a tricky situation.  He tino pai ki a koe! 

Liam Kaye Showing a commitment to your maths goals and working hard to improve. 

Rocco Davis Making progress towards managing your goals and working hard to become an up 
stander. 

Jade Sklenars Trying hard with maths and persevering when it is tricky 

Eliza Anderson Always giving things a go and having a positive attitude towards your learning 

 
KUAKA 

 

Jac Dalton Great perseverance with her edible arts work. 

Ormlie van 
Veldhuizen 

Showing independence when working on her edible arts design. 

Shenell May Always being a fantastic role model in all that she does. 

Mattias Brock-
Smith 

Working really hard on his debate speeches. 

Nicole Bewick Awesome debating skills! 

John Dalton Enjoying his personal successes with his maths. 

 

 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER * 
 

5 July    Last day of Term -School finishes @2.45pm 

23 July   First day of Term 3 

*See also Eskdale School Website Calendar:  www.eskdale.school.nz    

 

Library news 
Another very busy month has passed with the librarians enjoying 

their responsibilities and trying to assist the junior readers.  

Scholastic books have just arrived so more new books to grace 

the shelves.   

The library is undergoing a few changes; at the moment we are 

trying to set up some junior non-fiction boxes selected by genre 

rather than numbers. Including sections on dinosaurs, wild 

animals, vehicles and space. This is to help the junior students 

find books more easily, to assist them in expanding their general 

knowledge and interests.  You may notice a light green picture at 

the top of the corner of these books.   

With the popularity of the National Lit Quiz we have had our own version run by the librarians and they hope to 

have a junior version later in the year. 

Thank you for sharing the love of books with your children and enjoying spending time with them in the world 

of literacy. 
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Wanted -flat stones for Art Classes Next Term 

When you are next at the beach or by the river 

could you please collect as many flat round 

stones as you can. Ms Jurgens will be teaching 

our children the art of painting Mandala 

stones to decorate our new fence area running 

behind the senior classrooms. We will also be 

using these as a fundraiser at our Eskdale 

Market day in November. Thanks. 

 

ENVIRO MATTERS JULY 

Waste Audit 2018 
Every year our school conducts a waste audit in Term 2. All the waste from that day is 

collected, sorted and weighed and we use this information to measure how well our practices 

are working and to re-evaluate what we can be doing better to reduce our impact on the 

landfill. This year we conducted our Waste Audit on June 11th as part of a Hawkes Bay wide 

initiative by the Youth Environment Council. Many thanks to the Enviro Squad members who 

helped with this again this year.   

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foil packets make up a large proportion of our total 

waste. These do not break down in the landfill. Have 

you thought about buying larger packets and filling a 

reusable plastic container in the lunchbox instead? 

Food scraps are sorted, and processed through one of 

our organic methods. The by-products of this, either 

compost or worm tea, is then used on our school 

gardens. 

Our Enviro Squad continue to work on our waste 

issues and are currently consulting with staff to try 

to solve some of the issues and reduce the school’s 

impact on the landfill. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plastic Free July – Are you up for the challenge? 

 

Our Year 5 & 6 EFS classes have been looking at ways to reduce 

plastic and  enjoyed spending a session re-purposing t shirts into 

bags for use in our school office and at local stores. If you are 

sorting through your children’s clothes in the holidays, please save 

any old tshirts or singlets for us and bring to the box in the office. 

Many thanks 

 

      

                       

 

 

Beeswax food wraps, made by our Envirosquad, are available for sale in the school office – Only $5 each! A 

great alternative to gladwrap  

Please help our pupils in their fight to reduce plastics and waste by modelling sustainable practices in their 

lunchboxes! 



Year 5 & 6 EFS - Planting through winter 

The pupils from Hihi. Kereru and Karearea have been busy planting some of the Native plants grown in our 

school nursery. We are attempting to regenerate some low to mid growing trees and shrubs in our Native 

Garden here at school. 

 

Community Effort… 

Last Friday, a group of 50 children from these classes 

walked up to EskHills for a planting excursion. Armed with 

a spade, worm tea and an Akeake tree each, the children 

led the way up the school track. Mr Gary Pollock met us 

there and explained their aims with the establishment of 

Native bush areas.   

    

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Enviro Squad News 

This dedicated group of pupils continue to meet at lunchtimes on Wednesdays and are currently working 

on various projects around the school, as identified by a student survey. 

Many thanks to Teresa Webster and Neville Harkness for donating the timber and soil for our dirt 

mound! The kids really enjoy playing in it and no longer need to damage the roots of trees as they make 

their roadways.  

 

 

 

 



Wanted: Can you help? 

The students have identified a need for another drinking fountain on the field area. We are seeking the 

help of a local plumber with this, can you recommend anyone? 

 

Also…The students wish to make some portable soccer goals for 

the school field. Is there anyone with engineering expertise who 

they could consult on this?  

Many thanks. 

 

 

Grandparent’s Day 

It was fabulous to see the number of children proudly 

showing their grandparents through our outdoor learning 

areas and explaining what they do there.       Kea pupils 

were lucky to have some Grandparents help them weed 

their ornamental Kale garden. 

 

PTA UPDATE 
Quiz Night 

The Quiz team are working hard collecting quality items for our quiz night auction.  The last couple of items we 

are looking for are: 

 a night away in a holiday home. 

 any home kill of farmed meat. 
 

If you can help please email eskdalepta@gmail.com. 

We are also looking for unwanted gifts or grocery items for our quiz night mystery envelopes.  Please drop to 

the office or text Jo on 0274 570 213 and she will collect. 

Quiz night is 1st September – order your tickets on eskdalepta@gmail.com.  

Thanks to those generous businesses and families that have already donated. 

Catering Jobs 

Huge thank you to all those people that helped with the catering for the Esk Hills AGM on Friday 15 June: 

Linda Eagle, Linda Dallas, Jessica Verry, Rachel Kay, Leanne Harkness, Karen Hellyer and Kelly Davis - 
thanks very much!! 
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Many thanks to Lisa Bailey, Michaela Tinker, Niki Macdonald, Rachel Kay and Karen Hellyer for your help 

serving pizza and cake for the End of Term treat Friday. 

Thanks to the Marianne Beekmans and Tomomi Bowcock for kindly donating fruit for the Friday lunch. 

Also thank you to Teresa Webster, Leanne Harkness, Karen Hellyer, Michelle Barnes, Linda Eagle and Ange 
Revell 
 for supplying food for supper after the Positive Parenting event. 

 

 

Kia ora friends and families of TimberNook,  

Please see below our holiday programmes for the coming July Holiday break: 

Musical Art Mayhem 

Where: TimberNook Pakowhai, Sissons Rd, Pakowhai 

Dates: Monday 9th July – Friday 13th July 

Times: 9am – 3pm 

Ages: 4 – 9 years 

Cost: $275 (for five days of nature indulgence) 

Come and join us for 5 days of Musical Art Mayhem. Children will be doing everything from creating musical 

instruments in the forest, designing and creating a giant xylophone, playing jingle bell tag and cooking 

seasonal food over an open fire. This programme will stretch the minds of your young ones and leave them 

asking for more.  

 

Going Wild in a Bugs World 

Where: TimberNook Pakowhai, Sissons Rd, Pakowhai 

Dates: Monday 16th July – Friday 20th July 

Times: 9am – 3pm 

Ages: 7 – 13 years 

Cost: $275 (for five days of nature indulgence) 

Come and join us for 5 days of Going Wild in a Bugs World. Children will be immersed in insect experiences 

and activities that promote creative thinking. Everything from making a sustainable worm farm, investigating 

the magic of metamorphosis, creating a bug hotel and games that inspire physical and critical thinking. This 



programme will leave plenty of time for free play, treasure hunting and cooking over the open fire. Come and 

join us in the  ultimate nature rich program. At TimberNook Hawkes Bay we don’t entertain, we empower! 

Book now to avoid disappointment! 

Book at our website www.timbernook.com 

All queries please email nzsonia@timbernook.com or phone Sonia on 0272424596  

 

 

Visit   Animals   Education   Contact 

 

July School Holiday 
Programme 

Dinosaurs Rock! 

Join us for a dinosaur themed morning at the National 
Aquarium these school holidays. 

We run the holiday programme on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays both weeks of the 
holidays so there are six dates to choose from: 10th, 
11th, 12th, 17th, 18th or 19th July from 8.30am – 
12.30pm (Each session is the same so just pick one). 

The holiday programme is for 6-12 year olds and costs 
$30. 

This “dino-mite” programme includes: 
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 A guided tour of the aquarium 
 Meet and touch some modern-day reptiles 
 Learn about dinosaurs and handle real fossils 
 Make a mini fossil to take home 

Keen? Places are limited to 20 per session so don't 
wait - book now! 
 
» Book Here 

 
 

 

Holiday drama fun with The Drama Workshop: Make a 

play in three days in our very cool (but warm and cozy) 

Napier studio. "A Mixed-up Fairy tale" Mon 16 - Wed 

18 July. 9am to 5pm. Qualified teachers, costumes, set, 

lights, action - and roles for everyone, no experience 

necessary! Ages 7 to 14. Information and enrolment at 

www.thedramaworkshop.co.nz/holiday-programs/ 

Contact: info@thedramaworkshop.co.nz 
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AWATOTO FOOTGOLF 

With school holidays not far away we thought it 

would be a great opportunity for parents of school 

children to be made aware of our Footgolf facility at 

Awatoto Public Course on Awatoto Road. This is a 

fun activity for people of all ages with no special skill 

required. Families can bring along their own football 

or we can hire them out. 

 

This is a low cost activity that will get children some 

outdoor activity over these holidays. No running 

required. Kick a ball from the tee markers to the 

large hole in the ground and count your kicks! We 

have a special offer happening for the period 

Monday 9 July to Friday 23 July where adults will pay 

kids price of $6 when accompanying a child. 

 

 

Yummy’ School Sticker Promotion 



Eskdale School has been registered in the 2018 Yummy Sticker Promotion. The Yummy 

stickers collected will be converted into a winning share of the $200,000 sports prize pool 

from DG Sport.  

Shop at your local New World, Pak’n Save and participating Four Square stores. Purchase 

Yummy apples, either bags with cut-out labels or individual apples with Yummy stickers. 

One cut-out label is worth 10 apple stickers. Send the stickers into school to be placed on 

collection sheets in each class.  

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

 

  

 
This Parenting Programme will run on Thursday mornings  
2 August until 15 November 2018 
(We break for the school holidays) 

  
Start Date:         2 August 2018 
  
Time:   9.30am — 12noon  
Venue:   Birthright HB Child and Family Care 
   6b Taradale Rd 

Napier 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to thank Esk Valley meats for jumping on board and 

supporting our school fundraisers and sausage sizzles. Thanks! 

 

 
 

Information: 

Alanna Bates or Kate Henderson 

Birthright HB Child and Family Care 

835 2162 

Or 

0800 457 146 

 

835 2162 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 


