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Who am I and why am I here?
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What brought about the change?
Poor reading and writing data Internationally:
● A 2020 UNICEF report found that only 35.4% - over a third of 

fifteen-year-olds – struggle to read and write.
● NZ Primary schools - big gap between reading and writing. 

Latest neuroscience research:
● Brain imaging of effective readers that wasn’t around 40 years ago.
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In the past…
● We taught aspects of literacy in isolation – little 

transference between reading, writing, spelling, 
phonics etc

● Children used pictures, what words looked like and 
beginning sounds to predict a word (guess).

● We used more of the visual memory side of our 
brain rather than the phonological side.

https://www.clarityeducation.co.nz/
https://www.clarityeducation.co.nz/


© Clarity Education NZ 2019

https://www.clarityeducation.co.nz/
https://www.clarityeducation.co.nz/


© Clarity Education NZ 2019

Quiz time

How many letters are there in the English language?

How many sounds are there in the English 
language?

How many spellings are there?
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If a child memorizes 10 words, the child can read 
10 words.
But if a child learns 10 sounds, the child will be 
able to read 350 three sound words, 4,320 four 
sound words and 21650 five sound words.
Martin Kozloff, 2002
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The big 6 of Structured Literacy

Systematic
Cumulative
Immersed
Appropriate stage
Covers the big 6
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■ Still include creative writing, 
shared books, read-alouds, 
poetry and opportunities to 
respond to text in our literacy 
programme.

■ Still have high expectations for 
our students.

■ Still be doing assessments and 
reporting to you on where you 
child is at in relation to the NZ 
Curriculum levels.

What’s 
the same
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Explicit Teaching

Nothing left to chance/guess work.
 
Identified needs are addressed through targeted teaching.

Don’t leave anything to the child’s imagination – Teacher tells 
them explicitly what they are learning.
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Learning a new code / rule
From the scope and sequence – sequential
Class, group, individual
Letter formation
Sounds  
Phonics / Code Rules
Words – read and write
Sentences – read and write
Text – read and write

All Age 
groups
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Review

Learning = retrieval and use of information
Revisit and review daily
Sounds and letters, rules, words, sentences
Cumulative
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Reading

● What books does my child read now?
● Aren’t they boring?
● Why are they reading lower than before?
● Why hasn’t my child brought a book home?
● Any other questions or wonderings???

16
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How can you help your child?
● Read to them EVERY day/night
● Talk to your child
● Get your child to talk to you
● Extend their vocab
● Talk about sounds
● Rhymes / syllables / sounds / 
● Memory (hearing and visual)
● Correct letter formation
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The speech sounds of NZ English
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Student Name: 
Curriculum Area: English (Phonological awareness)

Level 3 Curriculum Objective: Demonstrate good understanding of all basic spelling patterns 
and sounds in written English.

Learning Intention:To use correct spelling patterns in a given word.

Success Criteria: (highlighted text indicates your child’s achievement)
We know we can do this when we:

- Achieve 50-74% in this assessment
- Achieve 75-94% in this assessment
- Achieve 95% or above in this assessment
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Current Year 
Level

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10

Curriculum 
Level 

achieved for 
this objective

Early Level 1 Within Level 
1

Early Level 2

24% or 
below

Within Level 
2

25-49%

Early Level 3

50-74%

Within Level 
3

75-94% 

Early Level 4

95% or 
above

Within Level 
4

Early Level 5 Within Level 
5

Minimal Inconsistent Consistent Excellent

Effort throughout this Work

Brave Creative Curious Fit & Healthy Kind Literate Numerate Passionate Problem solver Resilient

Learner Attributes displayed in this Work
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The following example of your child’s learning is a phonological (sound) assessment that was 
completed at the beginning of this year with all Year 5/6 students. The purpose of the word check is to 
assess a student's knowledge and application of spelling patterns. This means in some cases, your 
child may have spelt the word incorrectly, but it is marked correct because the focus sound pattern 
was accurate.

Eg. neighber - focus sound ‘eigh’ so this would be marked correct. 

We will be focussing on learning correct sound patterns to assist spelling throughout the year and 
have included the list your child was assessed from. Your child will have another phonological 
assessment towards the end of the year.
Please contact your child’s teacher if you have any questions about this.
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